
Sedgwick1activity
Guess1IggyTs1height

Sedgwick1Museum1of1Earth1Sciencesj1Downing1Streetj1Cambridge1
x-LLU1UUUW(O1www)sedgwickmuseum)org

Try1to1work1out1IggyTs1height1using1the1following1methods))))

A1quick1way1to1estimate1somethings1height1is1by1comparing1it1to1an1object1that1you1know1the1size1of)1
-A1Pick1a1friend1or1a1relative1and1ask1them1how1tall1they1are)
LA1Standing1a1little1way1awayj1ask1your1friend1or1relative1to1stand1next1to1Iggy)1Please1do1not1touch1him1z1he1is1
very1old1and1delicate)
UA1Looking1closelyj1see1how1many1times1your1friend1would1fit1into1IggyTs1height)1

-A1Using1the1back1of1this1sheetj1place1your1foot1with1the1heel1against1the1line)1Make1a1note1of1how1long1your1
foot1is1in1cmTs)
11111111111111111aA
LA1Walk1away1from1Iggy1but1at1regular1intervals1bend1forward1and1look1back1at1Iggy1through1your1legs1lkeep1
your1legs1as1straight1as1possibleA)1STOP1when1you1are1at1a1point1where1you1can1see1the1very1top1of1his1head1
whilst1bending1and1looking1through1your1legs)
UA1Turning1around1to1face1Iggyj1place1one1foot1directly1in1front1of1the1other1lheel1to1toeA1and1count1how1
many1steps1you1take1until1you1reach1the1base1that1Iggy1stands1on)1Note1how1many1steps1you1take1here1
11111111111111111bA
WA11Now1multiply1the1length1of1your1foot1laA1with1the1number1of1steps1lbA)1This1will1give1you1IggyTs1height1in1
cmTs)1What1is1that1in1metres1?

45 degree angle

This1works1because1it1relies1on1a1mathematical1principle1called1trigonometry)1If1you1view1Iggy1through1your1legs1
lthis1is1very1close1to1W(1degreesA1then1the1height1of1Iggy1is1equivalent1to1the1distance1you1are1from1him11x=axb)1
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Method 1

Method 2

Why does this work ?



Place you heel on this 

Make a note of the length of your foot
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Iggy is 4.7 metres high 


